
 
 

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
CENTRAL VALLEY REGION 

 
ORDER R5-2017-0104 

 
AMENDING 

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS ORDER R5-2014-0042 
(NPDES PERMIT NO. CA0079430) 

FOR 
MARIPOSA PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 

MARIPOSA WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 
MARIPOSA COUNTY 

 
 

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region, (hereinafter Central Valley 
Water Board) finds that: 
 

1. On 6 December 2007, the Central Valley Water Board adopted Waste Discharge Requirements 
(WDRs) Order R5-2007-0171, prescribing waste discharge requirements for the Mariposa Public 
Utility District (Discharger), Mariposa Wastewater Treatment Facility (Facility), in Mariposa 
County.  The Discharger provides sewerage service for the community of Mariposa and serves a 
population of approximately 2,000.  The Facility is permitted to discharge an average dry weather 
flow of 0.61 million gallons per day of treated wastewater to Mariposa Creek. 

2. WDRs Order R5-2007-0171, Provision VI.C.6.a required wastewater to be oxidized, coagulated, 
filtered, and adequately disinfected pursuant to the State Water Resources Control Board, 
Division of Drinking Water (formerly California Department of Public Health) reclamation criteria, 
California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4, Chapter 3 (Title 22), or equivalent. 

3. Finding the Discharger could not comply with the equivalent to Title 22 disinfected tertiary 
recycled water requirements, WDRs Order R5-2007-0171 included a compliance schedule for 
the tertiary level of treatment, or equivalent, and associated limitations by 4 December 2017.  

4. The Discharger proposed to comply with equivalent to Title 22 requirements and final effluent 
limitations by following the 2010 Facility Plan developed by Carollo Engineers for upgrades, 
including installation of tertiary treatment, nitrification/denitrification, and ultraviolet light 
disinfection.  

5. On 28 March 2014, the Central Valley Water Board adopted WDRs Order R5-2014-0042 for the 
Facility, rescinding WDRs Order R5-2007-0171.  WDRs Order R5-2014-0042 includes the 
following items:  

a. Provision VI.C.4.a prescribes filtration system operating specifications to ensure the 
filtration system is operating properly to provide adequate disinfection.  

b. Provision VI.C.6.a requires wastewater to be oxidized, coagulated, filtered, and 
adequately disinfected pursuant to Title 22 requirements or equivalent. 

c. The Monitoring and Reporting Program prescribes certain monitoring requirements for 
the influent, effluent, and ultraviolet disinfection system to begin 4 December 2017 once 
the Facility upgrades have been completed. 
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6. WDRs Order R5-2014-0042, Provision VI.C.7.a includes a compliance schedule for the 
Discharger to comply with turbidity operating specifications in Provision VI.C.4.a, achieve 
treatment equivalent to Title 22 in Provision VI.C.6.a, and comply with final effluent limitations for 
biochemical oxygen demand, total suspended solids, and total coliforms by 4 December 2017. 

7. On 14 March 2017, the Discharger submitted a Time Schedule Extension Request to, among 
other things, extend the final date in the compliance schedule at Provision VI.C.7.a and to 
postpone the date to begin monitoring associated with the future Facility upgrades.  However, 
implementing all the requested changes would be inconsistent with policy.  Compliance 
schedules for final effluent limitations cannot be extended beyond ten years, in accordance with 
State Water Resources Control Board Resolution No. 2008-0025, Policy for Compliance 
Schedules in National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permits.  Thus, the portion of 
compliance schedule Provision VI.C.7.a relevant to final effluent limitations cannot be extended 
in the permit.  Instead, Time Schedule Order R5-2017-0105 was adopted, including time 
schedules for compliance with effluent limitations for biochemical oxygen demand, total 
suspended solids, and total coliforms.  

8. The Time Schedule Extension Request explains that the application for and approval of financial 
assistance through the Clean Water State Revolving Fund program took several years.  
Additionally, from 13 February 2015 through 4 October 2016, the Discharger faced a Clean 
Water Act section 505 Citizen Enforcement Suit which required extensive time and financial 
resources to address.  

9. These delays encountered during the funding procurement process is new information not 
available and unforeseen by the Central Valley Water Board at the time of adoption of WDRs 
Order R5-2014-0042, and which would have justified a different compliance date at the time of 
adoption.  The proposed amended compliance date of 18 May 2020 is as short as practicable 
taking into account time required to complete design, construction, and startup operations.  

10. Per Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations section 122.62(a)(2), this Order amends WDRs Order 
R5-2014-0042 to extend, though 17 May 2020, the dates for achieving an effluent quality 
equivalent to Title 22 disinfected tertiary recycled water, meeting turbidity operating 
specifications, and beginning specific monitoring associated with the planned Facility upgrades.  

11. Issuance of this Order is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
pursuant to Water Code section 13389, since the adoption or modification of a NPDES permit for 
an existing source is statutorily exempt and this Order only serves to implement a NPDES 
permit.  (Pacific Water Conditioning Ass’n, Inc. v. City Council of City of Riverside (1977) 73 
Cal.App.3d 546, 555-556.).   

12. On 20 October 2017 in Redding, California, after due notice to the Discharger and all other 
affected persons, the Central Valley Water Board conducted a public hearing at which evidence 
was received to consider amending Waste Discharge Requirements Order R5-2014-0042.  
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) Order R5-2014-0042 
(NPDES Permit CA0079430) is amended as shown in underline/strikeout format in Attachment 1.  
 
 
I, PAMELA C. CREEDON, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true, and correct 
copy of an Order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley 
Region, on 20 October 2017. 
 
 

 
___________________________________ 

PAMELA C. CREEDON, Executive Officer 
 

 

Original signed by 
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